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the majority of them depend more on prestige l and power
than on their own inner light of imagination when they are
called upon to serve a sub-Continent so vast and complex as
that of India. New recruits to British leadership in India
should have a clear comprehension of the sources from which
there has arisen the miasma of suspicion and distrust between
Great Britain and India, and should come into closer contact
with the cultured aristocracy of India. Through social
intercourse between new Britain and new India, it may be
realized that the greatest British asset in India is not British
prestige determined by political influence but the registration
of goodwill and trust of the people themselves. This is the
only way by which it may be possible to " enshrine the
continuance of the British connection in the hearts of India."
The British commercial communities in India should
reorientate their policy in conformity with the spirit of
Partnership. The commercial safeguards in the interests of
British trade have been defined in the Act in precise language,
but they should remember that the effective safeguard is to
establish an identity of interest with their competitors in
India. The welfare of India must be the paramount con-
sideration of all interests ; and, since prospects for in-
dustrial and agricultural production in this vast potential
market are so great, there should be ample scope for the
adoption of the principle of reciprocity in Indo-British
mercantile relationship. Once the parties concerned in
the development of trade accept that principle as a basis
of arranging matters between them, they will not only
avoid the risk of an impasse which may arise in consequence
of resorting to the commercial safeguards provided in the
Act, but will recognize that the gradual establishment of a
reciprocal trade convention is the effective way of promoting
their mutual interests. It is to be regretted that the
1 The late Mr. Montagu observed that prestige, by which he meant the
theory of government that produced irresponsibility and arrogance, might
be a useful asset in British relations with the Frontier tribes, but should
be dismissed as a factor in the relations of the British Government with
the educated Indian public.

